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COULD HURT TRUDEAU 

REF: OTTAWA 1484 

1. SUMMARY. ELECTION CAMPAIGN HAS YET TO GENERATE MUCH 
ENTHUSIASM IN CANADA, AND POSITIONS OP SEVERAL PARTIES IN- 
VOLVED REMAIN SO PAR AS REPORTED REPTEL. HOWEVER, THE TABLING 
OP QUEBEC PREMIER BOURASSA'S OPFICIAL LANGUAGE LEGISLATION HAS 
RE-RAISED AND RE-POLITICIZED THE ENTIRE BILINGUAL, BICULTURAL 
ISSUE, AND COULD BECOME AN IMPORTANT PACTOR IN THE CAMPAIGN 
AT LEAST IN SOME RIDINGS. ALL PARTIES ARE BASICALLY 
COMMITTED TO THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY OP BILINGUALISM. CONSERVA- 
TIVE LEADER STANPIELD AND NDP LEADER LEWIS HAVE CRITICIZED THE 
BILL, AND EVEN PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU HAS BACKED AWAY PROM IT. 
(BOURASSA HIMSELP IS DOING SOME BACK-PEDALLING.) NEVERTHELESS, AS 
A LIBERAL (CAPITAL L) MEASURE, IT WILL PROBABLY DO LITTLE GOOD 
POR EEDERAL LIBERAL CANDIDATES OUTSIDE QUEBEC, WHILE WITHIN THE 
PROVINCE IT MAY TEND TO POLARIZE THE PRENCH, ENGLISH, AND 
"THIRD CANADIAN" COMMUNITIES. IN THE LONGER RUN, ISSUE COULD 
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HAVE UNPORTUANTE IMPLICATIONS POR NATIONAL UNITY. END SUMMARY. 
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2. "BILL 22" ESTABLISHES FRENCH AS THE ONLY OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 
IN QUEBEC, SEEKS TO PROMOTE THE USE OE FRENCH IN THE PROVINCE, 

AND REQUIRES A KNOWLEDGE OE FRENCH FOR EXECUTIVES IN THE 
PROVINCIAL CIVIL SERVICE. THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL PART OP THE 
BILL CONCERNS SCHOOLING. THE PRIMARY LANGUAGE OP INSTRUCTION 
IS TO BE PRENCH, AND EXCEPTIONS TO USE ENGLISH FOR CERTAIN 
SCHOOLS CAN BE GRANTED ONLY BY THE PROVINCIAL EDUCATION MINISTER. 
SCHOOL CHILDREN SPEAKING NEITHER ENGLISH NOR FRENCH AS NATIVE 
LANGUAGE MUST RECEIVE INSTRUCTION IN PRENCH. 

3. FRENCH COMMUNITY IN QUEBEC HAS GENERALLY APPROVED THE THRUST 
OF THE BILL, THOUGH PARTI QUEBECOIS LEADER RENE LEVESQUE HAS 
ATTACKED IT FOR NOT GOING FAR ENOUGH. ANGLOPHONE REACTION HAS 
BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL, HOWEVER, AND SEVERAL ENGLISH-ORIGIN 
LIBERAL MLA'S HAVE PUBLICLY DISASSOCIATED THEMSELVES FROM 
BOURASSA ON THIS ISSUE. ALTHOUGH IMMIGRANTS IN QUEBEC ARE NOT 
ORGANIZED TO FORM POLITICAL BLOC, IT LIKELY THAT DENIAL OF 
FREEDOM OF CHOICE FOR LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION WILL NOT SIT WELL 
WITH "THIRD CANADIANS" IN QUEBEC OR ELSEWHERE. 

4. THE QUEBEC LANGUAGE BILL HAS BEEN CRITICIZED THROUGHOUT 
CANADA AS BEING ARBITRARY AND POORLY DRAFTED. TRUDEAU HAS 
REITERATED THAT FREEDOM OF CHOICE REMAINS GOVERNMENT POLICY 
"APPLICABLE FOR CITIZENS OF ALL PROVINCES." STANFIELD AND 
LEWIS HAVE BEEN MORE OUTSPOKEN, CALLING THE BILL BAD AND 
DIVISIVE. BOURASSA HAS BACKED OFF SOMEWHAT, INDICATING 
READINESS TO ACCEPT REVISIONS AND AMENDMENTS. BUT FOR FEDERAL 
CAMPAIGN, SOME DAMAGEHAS ALREADY BEEN DONE. 

5. AT THIS JUNCTURE, EMBASSY DOES NOT RPT NOT BELIEVE THE 
BILL WILL HAVE MUCH EFFECT ON FEDERAL RESULTS IN QUEBEC. 

LIBERALS HAVE HUGE MAJORITY (56 OF 74 SEATS) WHICH THEY MAY 
EVEN INCREASE BY WINNING A FEW SOCIAL CREDIT RIDINGS. IN 

PRAIRIE PROVINCES WHERE LIBERALS MIGHT BE HURT, THEIR REPRESENTA- 
TION IS SO SPARSE THAT EFFECT OF THIS CONTROVERSY PROBABLY 
MINIMAL. IN ONTARIO, HOWEVER, WHICH MANY OBSERVERS BELIEVE KEY 
TO ELECTION RESULTS AND WHERE THERE ARE LARGE IMMIGRANT 
COMMUNITIES, BOURASSA'S LEGISLATION WILL OFFER TEMPTING TARGET 
TO CONSERVATIVES AND NDP. THE ISSUE COULD BE A POTENTIALLY 
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DIVISIVE ONE FOR CANADA. KEEPING QUEBEC SOLIDLY IN THE FEDERAL 
FOLD WAS ONE OF THE MAJOR OBJECTIVES FOR TRUDEAU'S ENTRY INTO 
FEDERAL POLITICS, AND HAS BEEN REPRESENTED AS ONE OF HIS MOST 
SIGNIFICANT SUCCESSES. NATIONAL POLARIZATION OVER THE LANGUAGE 
ISSUE COULD BE DAMAGING TO THE FABRIC OF CANADIAN CONFEDERATION, 
AND BOURASSA'S AWKWARD AND ILL-TIMED LEGISLATION COULD CONTRIBUTE 
TO SUCH DEVELOPMENT. 

PORTER 
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